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AFRA. 7th Asian Food & Restaurant Awards (AFRA) 2022 taking place in
London on Monday 5th December 2022 at the Montcalm Luxury Hotel, 2
Wallenberg Place, W1H 7TN.
With the food and drink industry being one of the most robust and fastest
growing sectors in the UK. This is an exclusive opportunity to network with
peers and partners all whilst gaining phenomenal exposure for all participants. Asian Food and Restaurant Awards recognise the achievements and
positive contribution being made by South Asians across the UK and within
the International food industry. The Awards aim to celebrate these special
stories as well as honour the dedication and commitment of those who have
spread their love for Asian flavours through their passion to take the culture
mainstream.
After long consideration by board members of AFRA Awards 2022. We
would like to share the good news that you have been shortlisted for AFRA
2022.
We require a few pictures of your brand, logo along with 100 words profile.
Please arrange and send to info@samarap.org
Asian Food and Restaurant Awards International (AFRA) will always be
with you and our industry in these difficult times and any help our industry
requires. We believe in long term relationships and supporting each other
may there be sunshine or rainfalls.
After the Covid gap we are so looking forward to seeing you and your team
at the Gala Dinner and Award ceremony of 7th Asian Food & Restaurant
Awards International 2022 (AFRA 2022)
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Once again we are here to make another history
and so happy to see everyone tonight. After last
year's most successful Asian Food and Restaurant
Awards we bring you today another black tie gala
dinner.
I am filled with pride in being an Asian community
member. Our Asian community has achieved
esteem in Great Britain. With strive, penchant and
service not only has the community played a vital
role in the development and growth of Great
Britain. They have brought great heritage and skills
into the west.
At this proud moment I would like to congratulate
all the participants and shareholders of the food
industry for their huge contribution for setting
legendary chefs and brands.
I am very glad to avail this oppurtunity of gratitude
and appreciation to the great achievers within the
asian food industry. The program Asian Food and
Restaurant Awards will be an annually recurrent
event.
Lastly, I would like to thank the entire team, all the
sponsors and supporters especially all the
dignatories who are attending and supporting the
event, without whom this program could not have
been a success. Let's have this commitment once
again today to participate in flourishing Great
Britain.
Long live Great Britain.
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The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester
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Sadiq Khan
Mayor of London
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The South Asian restaurant industry is one of the
great British success stories of recent decades
and is a mainstay of London’s hospitality sector,
making a vital contribution to our economy and
employing many thousands of people.
The curry industry is also now a quintessentially
British Phenomenon, enriching our cultural lives,
bringing people together to experience a
dazzling variety of delicious food, adding to the
cultural and culinary vibrancy that makes London
one of the greatest food cities in the world. I
hope that the Asian Food and Restaurant
Awards is a success for everybody involved.
The UK's Asian food industry is one of the great
British success stories of recent decades. It is a
mainstay of London's hospitality sector and
makes a vital contribution to our economy,
employing many thousands of people.
The Asian food industry is also now a
quintessentially British phenomenon, enriching
our culture lives, bringing people together to
experience a dazzling variety of delicious food
and adding to the culinary vibrancy that makes
London one of the greatest food cities in the
world.
I hope that the Asian Food and Restaurant
Awards gala dinner is a succsess for everybody
involved.
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Rt. Hon. George Eustice MP

Rt. Hon. Michael Gove MP

Minister of State for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food.

Secretary of State for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs.

Thankyou for your letter to the Prime Minister inviting her to the
Black Tie Gala Dinner AFRA (Asian Food and Restaurant awards)
2018. I am replying as the Minister responsible for this policy are,
The UK food and drink service sector contributes nearly £33billion
in value added to the economy, employing 1.8million people. The
curry sector is an important part of that British success story, a
terrific industry which meets the consumer needs while at the
same time creating jobs, promoting growth, contributing to the
UK economy, and raising money for the charities across Britain and
around the world.
I hope that your awards ceremony on 31 July is a success, which
will recognise the hard work of the British Asian Community.
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South Asian food is central to Britain’s culinary heritage. Every day
centuries-old recipes from Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka tempt new audiences with their delicate balance of spice and
flavour.
“Regardless of when, how or where people come together to eat, curry
is always a popular choice. The industry is thriving, with street food
pop-ups joining old favourites on the high street. This creates jobs,
strengthens our shared culture and boosts local economies.
“My favourite curry houses are without doubt the Princess Cottage in
Bagshot and my old local, the Tamarind in Notting Hill. I also have a
very specific order - lamb rogan josh with naan bread (no rice), and red
wine (no beer). This might be controversial, but when it comes to food
and drink we’ve all got to follow our hearts.
“All this and more is being celebrated tonight at the AFRA Awards. I
would like to wish all the nominees many congratulations and sincere
thanks for your outstanding contribution to British food and drink.
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His Excellency Sugeeshwara Gunaratna
High Commission of Sri Lanka

Virendra Sharma MP
Member Parliament for Southall & Ealing
Congratulations to everyone here today,
especially those that have won awards, but my
special thanks goes to Mr Haq and the rest of his
team who have organised this fantastic event.
It is so important that we are able to come
together and celebrate the role that Asian
restaurants and their food plays in Britain. Not
only is the country's favourite dish the Chicken
Korma, but the sector brings thousands of jobs
and millions of pounds to the British economy.
Today we are recognising those who have made
a truly special contribution to this sector and we
are thanking them for their hard work. I am
pleased to be here as part of this celebration and
proud of everyone for what they have done.
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Rt. Hon. Afzal Khan MP
Shadow Deputy Leader of Parliament
I am very pleased for Asian Food & Restaurant
Award is happening in London. Being a part
Asian Community is also a matter of pleasure for
me as the community is playing an integral role
in the prosperity of the Great Britain.
Participation of Asian community towards the
industry for food is commendable.
There has been a great participation of Asian
Community associated with the Food industry;
the waiters, the chefs, the owners, who bring us
Asian curry, spicy food, delicious food and
unique dishes.
Along with this I am very thankful to Labour
Party, since this is the only party for opening
gates to Asian Community to specially
participate in the food industry. This is the core
reason of prosperity of Asian Community in the
food industry.
I would like to congratulate and recognize the
efforts of Mr. Haq and the entire team for
conducting the Asian Food and Restaurants
Award and expect our community to come up
with such events that not only bring us together,
but highlight our brighter image.

Panel of Judges
Asian Food & Restaurant Awards 2021
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Saleem Sheikh
GSC Solicitors

Maria Saroya
Entrepreneur

Cllr Munir Ahmed
Mayor London
Borough of Ealing

Jessie Cheung
Food Blogger

Dr Rakish Rana
Life Coaching Service

Manish Tiwari
Here & Now 365

Shelly Kutcher
Former Miss British Isles
Elegance 2018
Former Mrs Commonwealth
International 2017

Cllr Hina Mir
Deputy Mayor of
Housnlow

Waris Baig
International Singer

Shams Ul Haq Quddus
International Journalist
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Hosting AFRA 2021
Anushka Arora
U.K's no. 1 and Award Winning Bollywood RJ,
VJ, Master of Ceremonies, Voiceover Artist and Dancer.
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Currently presenting a 4hour non-stop Bollywood show
Monday to Friday on Sunrise Radio - the U.K's number 1
commercial Asian radio station.
Anushka has hosted events like Adnan Sami at Wembley
Arena, Rahat Fateh Ali Khan at the O2 Arena, Atif
Alsam's UK Tour 2015, Arijit Singh at the O2 Indigo and
Wembley Arena, Bollywood press conferences for
Shahrukh Khan's Chennai Express, Dilwale and Krrish 3,
Wedding Exhibitions, fashion shows, corporate events,
destination weddings and many Summer Melas around
the UK. Not only that, Anushka hosted major tours; Asha
Bhosle's Farewell UK tour, Udit Narayan & Alka Yagnik,
Neha Kakkar, Indian Idol 10, Sunidhi Chauhan, Hrithik
Roshan in Rotterdam as well as the Mika Singh and Daler
Mehndhi UK tour.
She also shares a great collaboration with the well known
Shiamak Davar's London group where they have
produced three dance videos on YouTube to hit
bollywood songs with Anushka as the main lead
generating thousands of views on her channel.
2016 also saw Anushka feature as a journalist opposite
Shahrukh Khan in the Yash Raj Movie, Fan.
Anushka became the receiver of the Pride of India Award
for being the NRI Most Prestigious Journalist from the
NRI Institute Delhi in 2017. In addition to the awards,
Anushka also picked up the Best In Media Award for the
British Indian Awards 2018 as well as the best radio
presenter of the year at the iconic Asian media awards
2018.

Welcome to the 6th AFRA 2021. We are immensely proud to
introduce Mr. Arun Luthra, Founder & Chairman at Ragasaan &
Ragamama.
Ragasaan & Ragamama is not just a business – it's the part of
Arun's life that inspires him to strive for perfection.
A passion for entertaining is a prerequisite for Arun, because
he strongly believes without it, the long hours and hard work
will seem tiring rather than exciting and rewarding. Ambition,
drive and passion contribute to Arun's wealth of unparalleled
success and expertise, which places him as the most
exceptional caterer in the wedding and events industry. With
an already distinguished history, it is no surprise that the key to
Ragasaan success and popularity in catering and event
management is the personal drive and inspiration of Arun.
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Raised in the world of imaginative and artistic high-end
cuisine, he completed his degree in hotel management and
then moved on to work within Five Star hotels around the
globe.
He receives widespread recognition from his clients for his
personal commitment He thrives by improving and
developing his product offering, whilst maintaining brand
consistency throughout.

Arun Luthra
Founder & Chairman
Ragasaan & Ragamama

www.samarap.org

Arun had only one ambition, one goal, one vision - to create a
company where perfection was constantly sought; inspired
cuisine was only a beginning; breathtaking tables were an
everyday occurrence; guest's needs were anticipated and met
before they were even expressed and a “promise made was a
promise fulﬁlled”

6th AFRA
Lifetime Achievement Award 2021
Mehboob Hussain
Royal Nawaab's Halal open-dining restaurants in Manchester and London have
been serving up some of the ﬁnest Asian cuisine since 2002. But who is the man
behind the magic?
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Mr. Mahboob Hussain is the founder of the Nawaab name, with a long history of
successful Asian/Indian restaurants. After moving to the UK in 1969 at the age of
15, Mahboob Hussain worked up through the ranks at a Textile factory in
Yorkshire, from an apprentice, to supervisor, to the General Manager in charge
of 1,400 members of staff. (From child labour to general manager of the textile
mill) After the textile factory moved to South Korea in 1985, Mahboob decided
to follow his love for cooking.
In 1986 opening his ﬁrst ever Nawaab restaurant in Bradford a year later. The
restaurant was so popular it was awarded for its excellence in 1990, winning
best restaurant of the year. Mahboob was central to the business' success,
working alongside his checfs to create award winning dishes, such as the Nirali
special.
The success of the Bradford restaurant lead Mahboob to open a second
Nawaab restaurant in Huddersﬁeld. Soon after that, Nawaab opened their ﬁrst
restaurant in Manchester. Nawaab was so popular that soon, branches were
popping up everywhere: 5 restaurants were opened in Spain in an attempt to
break into different markets.
All the success couldn't slow Mahboob Hussain down. In 1999 he had the vision for a new way of eating: a live Asian cooking
buffet and banqueting suite on a grand scale, which opened its doors to the public in 2003 and the likes of which was
unheard of at the time in the UK.
Mahboob rebranded his two existing restaurants in Manchester and London as 'Royal Nawaab' in 2001 & 2014 and East
London opening early 2022.
Since April 2017, businesses operating under the name Royal Nawaab.
Royal Nawaab has two locations; Manchester and London. Royal Nawaab maintains the quality that has made it famous
around the UK.
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Best Caterer of The Year
Award 2021 in North

Best Asian Fusion Restaurant
of The Year Award 2021

Best Caterer of The Year
Award United Kingdom 2021

The Good Earth

GreenLeaf

AFRA 2021
My Lahore

Loonat

Hakkasan
Ragamama Ragasaan

Hakkaland
Tikka Kabab Kitchen
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Sapna

Curry King of The Year Award
United Kingdom 2021

Star Entrepreneur of The
Year Award 2021

Curry Queen of The Year
Award United Kingdom 2021
Poonam Bal

Aurangzeb Khan

AFRA 2021
Harmeet Sunny Ahuja
Pure Heaven

Big John
Habiba Chaudhary

Azhar Rehman
Founder Kaspas

Dipna Anand

Rohit Ghai

Asma Khan
Darjeeling Express
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Pride of Britain Award for the One Million Meals Campaign during Covid
Suleman Raza
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Suleman Raza is the founder and CEO of one of the most celebrated British
restaurant group Spice Village and the President of the Grand Sapphire Hotel.
Suleman has been awarded the 'Curry King in Greater London 2019 award and
has also been ranked amongst the 100 most inﬂuential persons in the British food
& hospitality industry.Being a Founder Circle member of the Prince of Wales's
British Asian Trust, Suleman has always been at the forefront of humanitarian
work. During the mid of March 2020, while rummaging through the scary stories
of Coronavirus victims, Raza underwent some soul-searching moments and
decided to utilise his previous charitable work experience to help those in most
need. To begin with, he offered the vast establishment of Grand Sapphire Hotel &
Banqueting to the NHS to set up an emergency hospital in Croydon.
Raza then founded the One Million Meals campaign to feed hot, nutritious meals
to frontline NHS staff, Keyworkers & vulnerable communities facing the food crisis
due to the lockdown imposed in the UK. He kickstarted the campaign by donating
10,000 meals from his own restaurant chain and event venue.
The campaign served hundreds of thousands of free meals and nutritious drinks
by raising funds, donations and collaborations with the food industry. Later,
various celebrities like David Beckham, James Caan, Adil Rashid, Amir Khan and
many mainstream media outlets upported the campaign. As a result, one Million
Meals managed to serve more than 207 locations in England, Wales and Scotland
within three months.
The campaign was featured at the BBC, ITV, Sky TV, The Independent, The Telegraph, MSN, Yahoo, and CNBC. The world-famous music
band 'The Proclaimers' who donated their hit song 500 miles to the One Million Meals.
Suleman, s efforts during the pandemic have been acknowledged both locally and nationally with many awards and appreciation with a
Points of Light award from the UK Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, who recognised the charitable work of One Million Meals on 13 May
2021. Moreover, he was also awarded the Local Community Hero award at the UK House of Lords by the Asian Catering Federation for
his services during covid in September this year. In addition, he was awarded the GG2 Diversity award for his One Million Meals
campaign, and the Mayor of Merton honoured him with "Star of the Covid award "to appreciate his services.
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Raza is committed to carrying The One Million Meals project even after the pandemic ends. The project will continue to serve the people
facing food crises in the United Kingdom. For him, it is a long-term commitment, even when the pandemic ﬁnishes. His vision for the
future is to entail the restaurants from all over the country in the next campaign for eradicating homelessness and food deprivation from
the UK.

Best Dining of The
Year Award 2021 Midland

Best Food Marketing
Campaign of The Year
Award 2021

Best Food TV Channel of
The Year Award 2021
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Gurkha

Hum Masala
Morrisons

Memsaab

Purnima
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White Pearl

Food XP

Tesco

AFN

Best Restaurant Group
of The Year Award 2021
Greater London

Best Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 North West

Best Restaurant Group of Th
Year Award 2021 UK

Dishoom

Manjaros
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Madhu’s

Ashas
Cinnamon Club

Masala Zone
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Aagrah

Scene Indian Kitchen

Jinnah

Entrepreneur of The Year
Award 2021

Excellence Community Services
During Covid Award 2021 in London

Shah Lalon Amin

Palvinder Singh
Palvinder Singh is owner of Kulcha Express.
During the covid time he served free meal to
people and needy. Palvinder Singh played
strong and front role in the community when
community was facing hard time.

AFRA 2021

Kulcha Express is Palvinder Singh proud
brand. Kulcha is real taste of Amritsar was
born from within our team of chefs .it has
Shah Lalon Amin, 42 is an innovative entrepreneur based in South
Tyneside. He operates Delhi 6 Street Food Restaurant, the ﬁrst of its kind
in Tyneide. The restaurant was started 3 years ago as a tribute to his late
father who once operated the restaurant 30 years ago, and was bought
back by Shah to carry on his father's legacy. Shah has overseen the
transformation of Delhi 6, having won numerous awards for the restaurant
and having went on to receive thank you letters from the local Mayor for
the charitable initiatives the restaurant does. The charitable initiatives
include delivering 1000 free meals during the lockdown for the elderly.
The restaurant has also sent food parcels and even built houses for
vulnerable communities in Bangladesh. The restaurant is currently
entering its 4th year and sales have doubled since the inauguration of the
restaurant. Shah has won recognition by also being a ﬁnalist in the local
hero award which is an annual awards ceremony highlighting local heroes
in the Borough as well as receiving an award from the mayor. Shah also
entered the Catering Circle on Channel S and won the 1st show and went
on to the grand ﬁnals where he came second place. They are now plans to
establish further Delhi 6 restaurants in the Borough, having ﬁrmly
establishing itself as the number one rated Indian restaurant on
TripAdvisor for South Shields. “As an entrepreneur, my philosophy has
always been to identify the gap in the market and continue to innovate,
this is what drives me as an entrepreneur, my values are based on my
fathers.

www.samarap.org

been a wonderful journey as in to say to give
an experience like no other.It has been true to say it has been an
exceptional experience to reach here at this present moment through
passionate delivering a dish from the hear.
A delicious brunch of Amritsari Kulcha & chole is a popular dish
amongst people in the north of India that is where the name Amritsari
comes from (north Indian city of Amritsar).

Best Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 in Germany

Namaste Original Indi
Restaurant

Mehndi Indian Restaurant

Royal India Restaurant

Best Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 in Luton

Role Model of The Year Award 2021
Choudhry Shabir Ahmed
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Tapas Indian Grill

Meah Indian Restaurant

Mr. Choudhry Shabir Ahmed a person needs no
introduction, a well-known person in food industry who's
being serving to food community for decades. Started
back in 1993 from the scratch with is hard work and family
support & motivation today he owned the peaks of
success under his brand name KB Natural Food ltd.
This is now one of the largest and prominent brands in UK
for Quality Dried fruits and nuts. He is a role model in our
food industry and food business community because the
way he started his business, worked hard, institutions
who are in need.

Ashiyana Restaurant
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earned his named, he is always very supportive and helping towards young entrepreneurs,
guide and helped them with new ideas, exposure, scope and business. Therefore his
humbleness and helplines brings him great admirers and huge fan following.
Never to state of virtue but Choudhry Shabir Ahmed being angelic servant to the community
for betterment and welfare by unfolded charity to a lot of people and

Best Restaurant of The Year
2021 in Buckinghamshire

Best Restaurant of The
Year 2021 in Midland

Caterer of The Year
Award Greater London 2021
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Bollywood Junction

Indus Catering
Tipu Sultan

Eastern Paradise

Namji
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Dil Bar

Indigo

Preeti Catering

Satkeer Catering

Best Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 in Netherlands

Best Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 in Nottingham

Best Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 in Scotland
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What’s up India

Chilli Masala
Kayal

Taj

Tulsi
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Chaska

Spice Tandoori

Lime

Saffron

Best Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 in South London

Best Restaurant of The
Year Award 2021 in Surrey

Best Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 in West London
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Dawat

Gifto’s Lahore Karachi
Chakra

Mirch Masala

Royal Mahal
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Dastan

Haweli

India Dining

Mehfil

Best Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 North East

Best Restaurant of
The Year Award 2021 North
East London

Best Vegetarian Restaurant
Group of The Year Award 2021
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Mumtaz Bradford

Kulcha Express
Grand Trunk Road

East Z East

The Royal
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Mumbai Square

Govinda

Tayyaba

Karavas

Best Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 in Lancashire

Regional Best Caterer of The
Year Award 2021 London

Best Buffet Restaurant of The Year
Award 2021 in United Kingdom

Buraq

Passage To India

Royal Nawab

Laguna Catering

Agraah Group

Swagat Catering

Chaudhary’s Restaurant
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Ashiana

The Country House
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VENUE PARTNERS
Soﬁtel London Heathrow

Grosvenor House

Sheraton Skyline

Rosewood London

Hilton Heathrow Terminal 5

Natural History Museum

Radisson Blu Edwardian Heathrow

Intercontinental O2

Marriott London Heathrow

London Hilton on Park Lane

Royal Lancaster London

Hilton Bankside

The Landmark London

Hilton Syon Park

Park Plaza Westminster Bridge

Fairmont Windsor

Park Plaza Riverbank London

The Grove

The Savoy

Hilton Birmingham Metropole

Devere Beaumount Estate

39 South Road, Southall
Middlesex, UB1 1SW
T 0208 574 1897
E southall@madhus.co.uk
W www.madhus.co.uk

Sheraton Skyline Heathrow
Harlington, Hayes, UB3 5BP
T 0208 564 3380
M 07990 666 666
E reservations@madhus.co.uk
W www.madhus.co.uk

The Grove
Chandlers Cross, Hertfordshire, WD3 4TG
T 01923 807 807
E thegrove@madhus.co.uk
W www.madhus.co.uk

The Dilly Hotel
21 Piccadilly, Mayfair, W1J 0BH
T 0203 739 7105
E mayfair@madhus.co.uk
W www.madhus.co.uk
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